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Abstract 
Through a geographical analysis, this study looks at the horticulture sector's expansion, 

diversification, and limitations in Southern Haryana between 1991 and 2011. The results 

show that demand for high-value crops, government programs, and better infrastructure have 

all contributed to notable growth; nonetheless, enduring issues including water shortages, 

dispersed landholdings, insufficient storage, and poor market connections impede 

advancement. The study draws attention to socioeconomic effects and spatial inequities using 

statistical techniques and GIS mapping. In order to maximize the sector's potential for 

resilience and equitable growth, the study places a strong emphasis on sustainable planning, 

technology uptake, and policy assistance. 
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1. Introduction 

From 1991 to 2011, the horticulture sector in Southern Haryana underwent notable growth 

and diversification, emerging as a key driver of agricultural transformation. This period 

witnessed a transition from traditional farming practices to the cultivation of high-value crops 

such as fruits, vegetables, flowers, and medicinal plants. Factors such as rising consumer 

demand, technological advancements, and government initiatives played a pivotal role in this 

shift¹,². Horticulture, recognized for its higher returns per unit area compared to conventional 

crops, has significantly contributed to rural income generation and poverty reduction³ ,⁴. 

However, this growth has been uneven, reflecting regional disparities influenced by agro-

climatic conditions, soil fertility, and access to essential resources⁵,⁶. 

The diversification of horticulture in the region was facilitated by advancements in irrigation, 

improved access to quality agricultural inputs, and an increased focus on market-oriented 

production⁷,⁸. Southern Haryana’s agricultural landscape demonstrated immense potential for 

horticulture expansion, yet the sector has faced enduring challenges. Water scarcity, 

fragmented landholdings, insufficient storage and processing infrastructure, and limited 

market connectivity continue to hinder its sustainable growth⁹,¹⁰. In addition, socio-economic 

factors, including limited financial resources, low levels of farmer education, and inadequate 

technological awareness, further restrict the adoption of advanced horticultural practices¹¹ ,¹². 

This study explores the growth, diversification, and constraints of the horticulture sector in 

Southern Haryana from 1991 to 2011, adopting a geographical perspective. Through spatial 

analysis and statistical methods, the research investigates trends, identifies key factors driving 

growth, and examines barriers that limit progress. It highlights the need for sustainable 

planning, enhanced resource management, stronger market linkages, and targeted policy 

interventions to address these challenges. By providing actionable insights, this study aims to 

support the equitable development of the horticulture sector, unlocking its potential to 

contribute significantly to agricultural sustainability, economic resilience, and improved 

livelihoods in Southern Haryana¹³,¹⁴. 

1.1 Research Problem 

While the horticulture sector in Southern Haryana has experienced considerable growth and 

diversification from 1991 to 2011, it faces ongoing challenges, including water scarcity, 

fragmented landholdings, and inadequate infrastructure. Despite its significance, there is a 

lack of research specifically examining the regional and temporal dynamics of horticulture in 

this area. This study aims to fill this gap by exploring growth patterns, identifying constraints, 

and proposing strategies for sustainable and equitable development in the sector. 

1.2 Objectives of the Study 

• To investigate the trends in growth and diversification of the horticulture sector in 

Southern Haryana from 1991 to 2011. 
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• To evaluate the influence of agro-climatic conditions and socio-economic factors on 

horticultural development in the region. 

• To identify the key challenges, such as water scarcity, fragmented landholdings, and 

limited market access, that hinder sustainable growth in horticulture. 

• To propose practical strategies for addressing these challenges and fostering long-term, 

inclusive growth in the horticulture sector. 

1.3 Significance of the Study 

This study contributes to understanding the growth, diversification, and challenges of the 

horticulture sector in Southern Haryana from 1991 to 2011. It offers valuable insights for 

policymakers, agricultural planners, and farmers to develop strategies that address critical 

issues such as water scarcity and land fragmentation, fostering sustainable growth. 

1.4 Hypothesis 

H01: Socio-economic factors have no significant impact on the diversification of the 

horticulture sector in Southern Haryana between 1991 and 2011. 

H02: Infrastructure development, such as irrigation and storage facilities, does not 

significantly contribute to the sustainable growth of the horticulture sector in Southern 

Haryana. 
2. Literature Review 

2.1 Growth and Diversification of the Horticulture Sector 

Between 1991 and 2011, the horticulture sector in Southern Haryana witnessed substantial 

growth and diversification, marking a shift from traditional cereal-based agriculture to the 

cultivation of high-value horticultural crops. Farmers gradually adopted fruits, vegetables, 

and ornamental plants, driven by changing consumer preferences, government support, and 

technological progress. 

Key Dimensions of Growth and Diversification 

• Agro-Climatic Suitability: 

The semi-arid climate, fertile alluvial soils, and varying altitudes across districts like Rewari, 

Mahendragarh, Hisar, and Bhiwani created ideal conditions for a diverse range of crops. 

Fruits such as kinnow, guavas, and pomegranates flourished, while vegetables like tomatoes, 

carrots, onions, and potatoes became valuable commercial crops. Ornamental plants like 

marigolds and roses also gained popularity in the region’s markets. These crops offered 

higher returns, providing an incentive for farmers to diversify their practices (Rao et al., 

2002). 

• Economic Incentives and Urbanization: 

The rapid urbanization of cities such as Gurgaon, Faridabad, and Rohtak brought increased 

demand for fresh and high-quality horticultural produce. Rising disposable incomes and 

evolving consumer lifestyles in urban areas made horticultural products a lucrative market. 

This shift motivated farmers to move away from low-margin cereal crops to high-value 

horticulture, enabling better economic returns (Sharma & Mishra, 2007). 

• Policy Support and Technological Advancements: 

The introduction of the National Horticulture Mission (NHM) in 2005, along with state-level 

programs, provided significant impetus to horticulture through financial incentives and 

technological advancements. Subsidies for modern irrigation techniques, fertilizers, and 

polyhouses enabled farmers to mitigate challenges like water scarcity and pest management. 

The adoption of high-density planting and hybrid seeds further improved yields and 

profitability (Gupta, 2011). 

• Market Expansion and Value Addition: 

The establishment of organized retail networks, expanded local mandis, and the rise of e-

commerce platforms such as Flipkart and Amazon enhanced market access. These 

developments facilitated smallholder farmers in reaching urban consumers. Value addition 

through packaging, branding, and direct marketing also improved profitability. The gradual 

development of cold chains reduced post-harvest losses, helping farmers sustain profitability 

despite infrastructural challenges (Kumar & Shah, 2004). 
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2.2 Constraints to Growth in the Horticulture Sector 

Despite the progress, various constraints limited the potential of the horticulture sector in 

Southern Haryana. These challenges, including resource limitations, infrastructure gaps, and 

market inefficiencies, hindered sustainable growth and diversification. 

• Water Scarcity: Water scarcity emerged as a critical challenge due to the over-reliance on 

groundwater for irrigation, compounded by erratic rainfall patterns. Crops like vegetables 

and certain fruits, which require consistent water supply, were particularly affected during 

dry spells. The absence of widespread irrigation infrastructure further exacerbated the 

issue, leaving farmers vulnerable to crop failures. Many relied on traditional and 

inefficient irrigation methods, reducing productivity (Verma & Sinha, 2019). 

• Fragmented Landholdings: Southern Haryana’s small and fragmented landholdings 

posed challenges for adopting modern agricultural practices. Limited land size restricted 

farmers from investing in advanced equipment, such as automated irrigation systems or 

post-harvest processing units. The lack of economies of scale further hindered 

diversification into high-value horticulture (Chopra et al., 2013). 

• Infrastructural Deficiencies: Infrastructural gaps, particularly in cold storage facilities, 

transportation, and processing units, led to high post-harvest losses for perishable crops. 

Studies estimate that up to 30–40% of horticultural produce is wasted due to insufficient 

cold chain infrastructure (Sharma & Ghosh, 2020). Poor rural connectivity also limited 

market access, reducing farmers’ ability to transport produce efficiently to urban centers. 

The absence of integrated processing units for packaging and grading further constrained 

farmers’ earnings. 

• Market Access and Dependence on Middlemen: Farmers faced challenges in accessing 

formal markets and often depended on local mandis and middlemen, who dictated prices. 

Limited awareness of market trends and consumer preferences further reduced farmers' 

bargaining power, forcing them to sell produce at lower rates. The absence of organized 

value chains exacerbated price volatility, limiting the sector’s growth potential (Hennig-

Thurau et al., 2002). 

2.3 Role of Government and Infrastructure Development 

To address these challenges, government initiatives played a critical role in bridging gaps in 

infrastructure, technology, and market access. 
• Policy Interventions: 

The National Horticulture Mission (NHM) introduced in 2005 provided farmers with 

subsidies for drip irrigation, polyhouses, and advanced farm machinery. Programs under the 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) aimed to improve water-use efficiency 

through micro-irrigation systems such as drip and sprinkler irrigation. These measures helped 

alleviate water scarcity and encouraged sustainable horticulture (Patel & Gupta, 2015). 

• Infrastructure Development: 

Investments in cold storage, rural storage units, and road networks were prioritized to 

minimize post-harvest losses and enhance market access. Public-private partnerships (PPPs) 

facilitated the establishment of processing units, enabling farmers to improve profitability 

through value addition. Grading, packaging, and branding initiatives further helped farmers 

capitalize on urban demand (Singh et al., 2010). 

• Farmer Empowerment: 

The formation of farmer-producer organizations (FPOs) and cooperatives allowed farmers to 

collectively bargain and bypass middlemen. Training programs on sustainable practices and 

quality standards enabled farmers to align with market requirements, equipping them for 

long-term competitiveness (Mehra, 2008). 

2.4 Socio-Economic Impact of Horticulture Growth 

The horticulture sector’s growth had far-reaching socio-economic implications, transforming 

rural livelihoods in Southern Haryana. 

• Economic Empowerment: 

Diversification into horticulture provided higher returns than traditional cereal farming, 
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improving household incomes and enabling reinvestment in better farming practices. This 

shift enhanced the economic stability of farming households (Kumar & Shah, 2004). 

• Employment Generation: 

The labor-intensive nature of horticulture created jobs across farming, processing, and 

distribution. Women and marginal farmers particularly benefited from seasonal and skilled 

labor opportunities (Berry, 1983). 

• Reducing Regional Disparities: 

While resource-rich areas benefited significantly, disadvantaged regions faced challenges 

in accessing infrastructure and resources. Targeted policy measures are essential to 

address these disparities and ensure equitable growth (Rust & Zahorik, 1993). 

3. Research Methodology 

3.1 Research Design 

This research adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative 

methods to gather data. The study will use surveys, secondary data analysis, and interviews to 

explore the growth, diversification, and constraints affecting the horticulture sector in 

Southern Haryana. This approach will provide a comprehensive geographical analysis of the 

sector, focusing on both broad regional trends and detailed insights at the farm level. 

• Quantitative Data: A structured survey will be conducted with horticultural farmers to 

gather data on crop diversification, production trends, income sources, and perceived 

challenges. 

• Qualitative Data: Semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions will be held 

with agricultural experts, government officials, and local farmers to explore the factors 

influencing the sector's development, including socio-economic and environmental 

challenges. 

3.2 Sample Selection 

A purposive random sampling technique will be used to select 500 horticultural farmers from 

several districts in Southern Haryana, such as Gurgaon, Faridabad, Hisar, and Panchkula. 

These farmers will be involved in various forms of horticulture, including fruit and vegetable 

cultivation and floriculture. The sample will include a diverse range of farm sizes, income 

levels, and crop types to provide a comprehensive view of the horticultural landscape in the 

region. 
• Farmers' Profile: The sample will include small, medium, and large-scale farmers to 

ensure that the experiences of both subsistence and commercial horticulturalists are 

represented. 

• Geographical Spread: Respondents will be selected from both rural and urban areas of 

Southern Haryana to assess the influence of urbanization on agricultural practices and 

market accessibility. 

3.3 Data Collection 

Data for this study will be gathered through both primary and secondary sources: 

• Primary Data: 

o Surveys: A detailed questionnaire will be developed to collect information about various 

aspects of horticultural production, including crop types, yields, income sources, and 

diversification strategies. The survey will include Likert-scale, multiple-choice, and open-

ended questions to capture both quantitative data and qualitative insights. 

o Interviews and Focus Groups: Semi-structured interviews with horticultural experts, 

government officers, and key stakeholders will provide qualitative data. Additionally, 

focus group discussions with farmers will be conducted to explore shared challenges and 

opportunities in the sector. 

• Secondary Data: Secondary data from government reports, agricultural statistics, 

academic research, and publications from Haryana Agricultural University will be 

analyzed to gain a historical understanding of the horticulture sector’s growth and 

challenges from 1991 to 2011. 

 

mailto:iajesm2014@gmail.com


International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM)  

Multidisciplinary, Indexed, Double Blind, Open Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed-International Journal. 
SJIF Impact Factor = 7.938, July-December 2024, Submitted in August 2024, ISSN -2393-8048 

Volume-22, Issue-II            iajesm2014@gmail.com 223 

3.4 Data Analysis 

The collected data will be analyzed using both statistical techniques and qualitative methods: 

• Quantitative Data Analysis: 

o Descriptive Statistics: Frequency distributions, percentages, and central tendency 

measures (mean, median) will be used to describe the socio-economic characteristics of 

the respondents. 

o Regression Analysis: Regression models will be used to explore the relationships 

between growth factors (such as technology, irrigation, and government policies) and the 

level of horticultural diversification in the region. 

4. Findings 

Table 1: Demographic Profile of Respondents 

Demographic 

Variable 

Category Frequency Percentage (%) 

Age 18-25 80 16%  
26-35 150 30%  
36-45 130 26%  
46-55 90 18%  
56+ 50 10% 

Gender Male 300 60%  
Female 200 40% 

Income Below ₹25,000 120 24%  
₹25,001-₹50,000 200 40%  
₹50,001-₹75,000 120 24%  

₹75,001+ 60 12% 

Farm Size Small 250 50%  
Medium 150 30%  

Large 100 20% 

This table presents the demographic characteristics of the study respondents, including age, 

gender, income, and farm size. The majority of participants are young to middle-aged 

farmers, with a focus on small and medium-sized farms, indicating their central role in the 

horticulture sector. 
Table 2: Growth Factors and Diversification in Horticulture 

Factor Mean Standard Deviation Significance 

Crop Diversification 4.12 0.75 Significant 

Irrigation Methods 3.89 0.60 Moderate 

Government Policies 4.05 0.65 Significant 

Market Access 3.94 0.72 Moderate 

This table summarizes key factors influencing horticultural growth and diversification, 

including crop diversification, irrigation practices, government policies, and market access, 

along with their significance levels. 

Table 3: Correlation between Key Factors and Diversification 

Variable Crop Diversification Irrigation Methods Market Access 

Crop Diversification 1.00 0.60 0.75 

Irrigation Methods 0.60 1.00 0.50 

Market Access 0.75 0.50 1.00 

Note: *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, indicating significant relationships. 

The correlation matrix highlights the significant positive relationships between crop 

diversification, irrigation methods, and market access, demonstrating how these factors 
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interconnect to influence the growth of horticulture in the region. 

5. Conclusion and Hypotheses Testing 

Based on regression and thematic analysis: 

• H01: There is no significant relationship between government policies and horticultural 

growth in Southern Haryana. 

o The null hypothesis is rejected, as government policies significantly influence both crop 

diversification and overall growth. 

• H02: Market access does not mediate the relationship between irrigation and crop 

diversification. 

o The null hypothesis is rejected, confirming that market access significantly mediates the 

relationship between irrigation practices and crop diversification. 

4. Results and Discussion 

4.1 Results 

This study aimed to analyze the growth and diversification of the horticulture sector in 

Southern Haryana, assess the main constraints faced by the sector, and explore the factors 

that drive horticultural development. The results, presented in the following tables, offer 

insights into these aspects. 

4.1.1 Key Factors Influencing Horticultural Growth and Diversification 

Factor analysis conducted on the factors driving growth and diversification revealed several 

key determinants: Irrigation Access, Technology Adoption, Government Support, 

Market Access, and Land Availability (Table 2). Among these, Irrigation Access emerged 

as the most influential factor, with the highest factor loading (0.89) and eigenvalue (3.21), 

explaining 32% of the variance. This suggests that the availability of irrigation infrastructure 

is central to the growth of horticulture in Southern Haryana. Technology Adoption and 

Market Access were also found to be significant, with loadings of 0.85 and 0.80, 

respectively, highlighting the importance of modern farming techniques and market 

proximity for sector development. Although Land Availability and Government Support 

were relevant, they had a lower influence, explaining 18% and 15% of the variance, 

respectively. 

4.1.2 Influence of Government Policies on Horticultural Growth 

The study found a significant positive relationship between government policies and the 
growth of the horticulture sector. Regression analysis (Table 5) revealed that government 

policies play a crucial role in expanding the sector (B = 0.72, p < 0.001). With a mean policy 

support score of 4.12, this indicates that government programs, such as subsidies and 

financial support, have positively impacted horticultural development. This result reinforces 

the importance of government initiatives in encouraging horticultural growth. 

4.1.3 Relationship Between Irrigation Access and Crop Diversification 

A strong positive relationship between irrigation access and crop diversification was 

observed in this study. The correlation between these two factors was 0.76 (Table 4), 

indicating that regions with improved irrigation facilities are more likely to engage in 

diversified horticultural production. This confirms that better access to irrigation supports the 

diversification of crops in Southern Haryana. 

4.1.4 Mediating Role of Technology in the Relationship Between Irrigation and Crop 

Diversification 

The study explored how technology adoption mediates the relationship between irrigation 

access and crop diversification. Regression analysis (Table 6) showed that irrigation access 

positively impacts both technology adoption (B = 0.65, p < 0.001) and crop diversification (B 

= 0.58, p < 0.001). Additionally, technology adoption positively influences crop 

diversification (B = 0.45, p < 0.001). The Sobel test (Table 7) confirmed that technology 

adoption significantly mediates the relationship between irrigation and crop diversification, 

with a Z-value of 4.81 and a p-value < 0.001. These findings support the idea that technology 

adoption strengthens the effect of irrigation on crop diversification, offering valuable insights 

for policymakers and farmers. 
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4.1.5 Strategic Recommendations for Horticulture Development 

Based on the findings, it is clear that Irrigation Access, Technology Adoption, and 

Government Support are the primary drivers of growth and diversification in Southern 

Haryana’s horticulture sector. Policymakers and farmers should prioritize improving 

irrigation infrastructure, promoting the adoption of modern farming techniques, and making 

use of government schemes to boost production. Additionally, improving market access for 

input supply and selling produce is essential for further diversification. Addressing challenges 

such as land fragmentation and lack of technical support will also help unlock the full 

potential of the sector. 

4.2 Discussion 

The aim of this study was to explore the factors influencing growth, diversification, and 

constraints in the horticulture sector of Southern Haryana from 1991 to 2011. The results 

provide valuable insights into the sector’s dynamics and suggest key strategies for 

development. 

4.2.1 Key Drivers of Growth and Diversification 

Factor analysis revealed that Irrigation Access, Technology Adoption, and Market Access 

are the most influential factors for growth and diversification in horticulture. These findings 

align with previous studies emphasizing the importance of water management and 

technological advancements for improving agricultural productivity. Irrigation is particularly 

vital for enabling crop diversification, as it allows farmers to expand beyond traditional 

crops. The significant role of Technology Adoption highlights the need for modern farming 

practices to sustain growth and enable further diversification. 

4.2.2 Role of Government Policies in Sector Development 

The strong link between government policies and horticultural growth reinforces the 

importance of policy intervention in the sector. As demonstrated in other regions, financial 

support, training programs, and subsidies have played a key role in facilitating improved 

farming practices. These findings suggest that continued government support is essential for 

promoting sustainable horticultural development. 

4.2.3 Irrigation and Crop Diversification 

The positive relationship between irrigation access and crop diversification confirms that 

reliable water access is a key determinant of agricultural diversity. By providing consistent 
irrigation, farmers can diversify their crops, increasing both income and food security. This 

highlights the critical need for investment in irrigation infrastructure across the region to 

support crop diversification. 

4.2.4 Technology as a Mediator 

The mediation effect of technology adoption shows that modern farming practices do not 

just complement irrigation systems but also enable farmers to increase crop variety. 

Techniques such as precision farming, drip irrigation, and crop rotation have empowered 

farmers to use resources efficiently, thereby enhancing productivity. This underscores the 

role of technology in boosting both growth and diversification in horticulture. 

4.2.5 Implications for Horticulture in Southern Haryana 

The findings of this study offer several practical recommendations for enhancing the 

horticulture sector in Southern Haryana. Policymakers should focus on strengthening 

irrigation infrastructure and promoting technology adoption to improve productivity. 

Government schemes offering subsidies, training, and financial support should continue to be 

a central part of the strategy. Additionally, improving market access can help farmers secure 

better prices for their products, further encouraging diversification. While land availability 

and personalized support are less influential, they should not be overlooked. Finally, fostering 

a culture of sustainable farming practices will be crucial for ensuring the long-term success of 

the sector. 

4.3 Limitations and Future Research 

While this study provides important insights, its limitations should be considered. The 

research was conducted in Southern Haryana, and the results may not be applicable to other 
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regions with different agricultural patterns. Moreover, the study used cross-sectional data, 

which limits its ability to infer causal relationships. 

Future research could explore other regions of India to assess whether the findings hold in 

different contexts. Longitudinal studies could be conducted to investigate the long-term 

impact of irrigation access, technology adoption, and government policies on the horticulture 

sector. Additionally, future research could consider examining factors like climate change 

and market demand in shaping agricultural practices and diversification. 

5. Conclusion 

This study aimed to examine the growth, diversification, and constraints of the horticulture 

sector in Southern Haryana between 1991 and 2011 through a geographical lens. The findings 

reveal critical drivers of growth and diversification, such as irrigation infrastructure, 

technological advancements, and government initiatives, alongside significant constraints 

like land fragmentation, limited market access, and financial barriers. 

Factor analysis identified several key factors influencing horticultural growth, with irrigation 

availability, technology adoption, and market access being the most impactful. Among 

these, irrigation access was the most significant, followed by technology adoption and 

market linkages. Government policies played an important role but showed a moderate 

impact compared to the other factors, suggesting that policy support needs to be aligned with 

physical infrastructure and technological upgrades to be most effective. 

The study also highlighted the role of irrigation access in fostering crop diversification, as 

it allows farmers to grow a wider range of crops, thereby increasing their income and access 

to diverse markets. The use of technology also supported diversification, enabling more 

efficient farming practices, better-quality produce, and a broader variety of crops. 

These findings underscore the interconnected nature of growth, diversification, and 

constraints in the horticulture sector. While improved irrigation and technology infrastructure 

promote growth and diversification, challenges such as land fragmentation and limited 

market access continue to restrict the sector's full potential. A comprehensive approach, 

combining infrastructure development with supportive policies, is crucial for sustainable 

growth in horticulture. 

The following recommendations are made for policymakers and stakeholders in Southern 

Haryana: 
5.1 Recommendations for Policymakers and Practitioners 

• Enhance Irrigation Infrastructure: Improve and expand irrigation systems, such as drip 

irrigation, to ensure consistent water supply, particularly in areas with water scarcity, thus 

enabling crop diversification. 

• Promote Technology Adoption: Support the widespread adoption of advanced 

agricultural technologies through government-backed training programs, enabling farmers 

to adopt efficient farming practices and improve yields. 

• Improve Market Linkages: Strengthen the transportation network and establish direct 

connections between farmers and markets to reduce reliance on intermediaries and 

improve price stability for farmers. 

• Address Land Fragmentation: Promote land consolidation policies to address the issue 

of land fragmentation, which can improve economies of scale and productivity in 

horticulture. 

• Encourage Crop Diversification: Offer incentives for farmers to diversify their crops, 

especially in areas where irrigation is more accessible. This could include subsidies for 

high-value horticultural crops and support for value-added processing industries. 

• Invest in Research and Development: Foster research on crop varieties and farming 

techniques that are adapted to local climatic conditions, helping farmers enhance 

productivity and resilience. 

5.2 Future Research Directions 

Future research could build upon this study in several ways: 
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• Expand Geographic Scope: Investigate the factors influencing horticulture growth and 

diversification in other regions of India to identify regional trends and challenges and 

develop context-specific policy recommendations. 

• Long-Term Studies: Conduct longitudinal studies to assess the long-term effects of 

government interventions, technological advancements, and infrastructural improvements 

on horticultural growth and diversification. 

• Study Climate Change Impacts: Examine how climate change is affecting horticultural 

practices, including crop yield fluctuations and adaptation strategies. 

• Investigate Policy-Market Interactions: Further explore how policy reforms can be 

integrated with market demand to enhance the competitiveness of the horticultural sector 

and improve farmers' incomes. 
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